
Decision Notice (27 February 2020)
Published 2 March 2020

This document lists the decisions taken by Cabinet at a meeting held on Thursday, 27 February 2020. The list covers key and non-key decisions.  A 
decision may be implemented with immediate effect, unless it is eligible for call-in as identified below, whereupon a decision will not be implemented 
until five working days have elapsed.

Agenda 
Item No

Decision Reasons for Decision Any Options 
Rejected?

Declared Conflict 
of Interest

Eligible for call 
in?

A10 Local Development Plan - 
Modifications Prior to Consultation

Key decision? Yes

A Approved the proposed Main 
Modifications to the Harlow 
Local Development Plan and 
the amendments to the Policies 
Map, as set out in Appendix B, 
C and D to the report, and 
provided authority that these 
now be subject to formal public 
consultation.

B Delegated authority to the 
Head of Environment and 
Planning, in consultation with 
the Portfolio Holder for 
Environment and the Chair of 
the Local Development Plan 

The Council is required to 
undertake public consultation 
on any proposed modifications 
to the Harlow Local 
Development Plan to ensure 
that it is legally compliant and 
sound. Cabinet authority is 
therefore requested to 
undertake this now that the 
Planning Inspector has issued 
his Main Modifications.

None None Yes
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Panel, to forward any 
responses received to the 
consultation to the Planning 
Inspectorate.

C Noted the updated Local 
Development Scheme, as set 
out in Appendix E to the report, 
and approved it for publication.

A11 Town Centre Area Action Plan - 
Finalisation of Regulation 19 and 
Submission to Planning 
Inspectorate for Examination 
Under Regulation 22

Key decision? Yes

A Approved the publication of the 
revised draft Town Centre Area 
Action Plan (as set out at 
Appendix A to the report), for 
the purposes of consultation 
under Regulation 19 of the 
Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012 (as 
amended).

A To enable the revised draft 
Area Action Plan (AAP) to 
be published for a six week 
period under Regulation 19 
of the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012 
(as amended) prior to 
submission to the Secretary 
of State for consideration by 
the Inspector at the 
Examination.

B To meet the legal 
requirements of developing 
and adopting an AAP.

None None Yes
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B Delegated authority to the 
Chief Executive, in consultation 
with the Portfolio Holders for 
Environment and 
Regeneration, to make and 
approve any minor or 
inconsequential amendments 
to the Town Centre Area Action 
Plan arising from the 
completion of ensuing technical 
documents and any further 
legal advice prior to formal 
publication.

C Delegated authority to the 
Chief Executive, in consultation 
with the Portfolio Holders for 
Environment and 
Regeneration, following the 
consultation exercise, to 
submit the Town Centre Area 
Action Plan to the Planning 
Inspectorate for Examination 
under Regulation 22.

A12 Town Wide HMO Article 4 
Direction

A The last five years has seen 
a significant increase in the 
number of Houses in 

None None Yes



Agenda 
Item No

Decision Reasons for Decision Any Options 
Rejected?

Declared Conflict 
of Interest

Eligible for call 
in?

4

Key decision? Yes

A Covenants restricting the use 
of properties to single family 
dwellings be enforced, where 
applicable, with any variation to 
this being agreed by the Head 
of Environment and Planning, 
in consultation with Portfolio 
Holder for the Environment.

B Cabinet approved the making 
of a non-immediate Direction 
under Article 4 of the Town and 
Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) 
(England) Order 2015 across 
the whole District to remove 
permitted development rights 
from properties for conversion 
to Houses in Multiple 
Occupation.

C Cabinet agreed that the final 
decision on the implementation 
of the Article 4 Direction will be 
taken by Cabinet following the 
completion of the 12 month 
notification period.

Multiple Occupation (HMO) 
in Harlow. At the end of 
2019 there were 319 
licensed HMOs in Harlow 
compared to approximately 
140 in 2015. Given that 
virtually all HMOs were 
originally constructed as 
single family dwellings, it 
can be extrapolated that 
there has been a 
consequent reduction in this 
type of accommodation 
across the town.

B Additionally, there has been 
an increase in the number of 
complaints concerning HMO 
properties and wider 
concerns regarding the 
social and economic 
impacts of the growth in 
HMOs. However, it also 
needs to be recognised that 
HMOs are an important part 
of the housing mix and for 
some people there are few 
other options. This is a 
complex area and therefore, 
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any measures to tackle the 
spread of HMOs should be 
seen to be proportionate to 
the issue.

C The measures proposed in 
this report are felt to be a 
considered approach to the 
issue and will restrict the 
growth of new HMOs by 
giving the Council greater 
control. This follows a 
recommendation from the 
Cabinet Overview Working 
Group in 2019 that a report 
be brought to Cabinet 
recommending the 
implementation of a town-
wide Article 4 Direction.

A13 Disposal of Mobility House and 
Mobility House Annex

Key decision? Yes

A Declared Mobility House and 
Mobility House Annex (the 
Properties) are surplus to 

A To facilitate the delivery of a 
regeneration scheme in the 
northern sector of the town 
centre.

B To generate a capital receipt 
to help fund the Council’s 
Capital Programme.

None None Yes
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requirements.

B Approved plans to dispose of 
the freehold interest in the 
Properties conditional upon the 
purchaser delivering a 
satisfactory scheme of 
redevelopment.

C Delegated authority to the 
Head of Finance and Deputy to 
the Chief Executive, in 
consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder for Regeneration, to 
negotiate and finalise the terms 
of the disposal and (subject to 
being satisfied that it would be 
for the best consideration 
reasonably obtainable) 
thereafter procure the legal 
completion of the sale 
documentation.

A14 Charging Policy for Pre-Application 
Advice

Key decision? No

A Pre-application advice is 
currently provided by 
planning officers free of 
charge for all types of 
planning development 

None None Yes
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A Approved the introduction of a 
charging scheme for pre-
application planning advice in 
accordance with the proposed 
Charging Schedule and 
exemptions as set out at 
Appendix A, to take effect from 
1 April 2020.

B Delegated authority to the 
Head of Environment and 
Planning, in consultation with 
the Head of Finance and the 
Portfolio Holder for 
Environment, to review or 
update the Charging Schedule.

C Delegated authority to the 
Planning and Building Control 
Manager. in consultation with 
the Head of Environment and 
Planning, to decide on the 
scale of the fees for any mixed-
use developments on a case 
by case basis and clarify 
exemptions.

enquiries. Under Section 93 
of the Local Government Act 
2003, the Council has the 
power to set charging fees 
as a means of cost-recovery 
for this discretionary service.

B It is considered that the 
introduction of charging 
presents an opportunity to 
improve the quality and 
consistency of advice 
provided, which in turn 
should ensure submission of 
better quality applications. 
An enhanced pre-application 
service would support the 
Harlow’s emerging Local 
Plan; in particular the 
following objectives:

i) Objective 1 - Create 
and enhance high 
quality built 
environments which 
are well connected to 
revitalised green 
spaces.
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ii) Objective 2 - Deliver 
high quality design 
through new 
development whilst 
protecting and 
enhancing the 
district’s historic 
environment.

iii) Objective 3 - Adapt to 
and mitigate the 
impacts of climate 
change.

A15 Recommendations from Religious 
Diversity Working Party

Key decision? No

The Action Plan, attached as 
Appendix 1 to the report, be 
approved.

To consider and agree the final 
recommendations of the 
Religious Diversity Working 
Party.

None None Yes


